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Introduction

Canada has a long history of immigration. Immigrants make
up the largest share of Canada’s population: almost one in
four of its people (23 percent) are or have been a landed
immigrant or a permanent resident.

Immigration has had an enormous impact in all developed
countries, including Canada. Canada has one of the world’s
highest immigration rates, averaging about one percent of
its total population each year. Between 2006 and 2022, the
number of immigrants moving to Canada increased by

74 percent—about 4.8 million people in total. In 2022
alone, about 437,180 immigrants arrived in the country

(see Figure 1).

In the past decade, the characteristics of people immigrating
to Canada has changed significantly. Immigrants to Canada
are more diverse than ever before.

Immigrants moving to Canada have found work in many

of the country’s industries, including the oil and gas
extraction and mining sectors. In this Fact Sheet, we examine
employment trends and incomes for landed immigrants
working in Canada’s resource sector (which includes the
mining and oil and gas extraction sector) between 2006, the
earliest year of available comparable data, and 2022
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IFor the purposes of tracking economic progress, Statistics Canada defines a landed immigrant as someone to whom the immigration authorities have granted the right to live in Canada
permanently. Canadian citizens by birth and non-permanent residents (people from another country who live in Canada and have a work or study permit or are claiming refugee status

and have family members living here with them), are not considered landed immigrants.


https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/221026/dq221026a-eng.htm
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/daily-quotidien/221026/dq221026a-eng.htm
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Immigrant employment and income trends Landed immigrants employed in the oil and gas extraction

in the resource sector between 2006 and sector are paid more than those working in other goods-
2022 producing industries—and more than the average for

landed immigrants in all industries combined.
Statistics Canada data show that participation by landed

immigrants in Canada’s mining, quarrying, and oil and In 2022, the average weekly wage for landed immigrants
natural gas extraction sector has for the most part ranged from $1,075 for those employed in agriculture,
increased since 2006. In 2022, the sector employed 24,700 forestry, fishing, and hunting to $2,216 for those in the oil
landed immigrants (see Figure 2). and gas extraction sector. By comparison, the all-industry

average weekly wage for landed immigrants was $1,409
(see Figure 3).
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Source: Derived from Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, custom tabulation.

Flgure3 Average Weekly Wages for Landed Immigrants in Selected Industries
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Expressed as percentages, in 2022, the average weekly percent more. Meanwhile, those working in the oil and gas
wage for landed immigrants in the oil and gas sector extraction sector earned 57 percent more than the all-
was also higher than for those in selected other sectors industry average (see Figure 4).
and the all-industry average. Immigrants in agriculture,
forestry, fishing, and hunting earned 24 percent less than Between 2007 and 2022, average weekly wages for landed
the all-industry average; those in the manufacturing and immigrants employed in the oil and gas extraction sector
construction earned virtually the same as that average; grew from $1,707 to $2,216, an increase of nearly 30
and immigrants working in the utilities sector earned 46 percent (see Figure 5).
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Average Weekly Wages of Landed Immigrants—
Comparing Specific Sectors with the All-Industry Average

2022 | %
80%
7%
60% S7%
46%
40%
20%
0.2%
0%
1%
-20%
-24%
-40%
Agriculture, forestry, Construction Manufacturing Utilities Oil and gas
fishing and hunting extraction
Source: Derived from Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, custom tabulation.
Fi 5 : : .
e Average Weekly Wages for Landed Immigrants in Selected Industries
2007vs 2022 | In$
2,500
2,216
2,061
2,000
1,707
1,500 1,402 1,409 1,412 5
go1 1075 1017 092 997

1,000

) I I I

0 : - :
Agriculture, forestry, Construction Total, Manufacturing Utilities Oil and gas
fishing and hunting allindustries extraction
e 2007 - 2022

Source: Derived from Statistics Canada, Labour Force Survey, custom tabulation.



Immigrants: Employment and Incomes in the resource sector Canadian Enel'gy Centl‘e

Conclusion

Statistics Canada Labour Force Survey data show that landed immigrants in Canada benefit from their participation in

the oil and gas extraction sector. The number of landed immigrants employed in the sector has generally grown over the
past 15 years. The average weekly earnings for landed immigrants working in the sector are higher than for other goods-

producing industries and the average of all other sectors.

Notes

This CEC Fact Sheet was compiled by Ven Venkatachalam and Lennie Kaplan at the Canadian Energy Centre (www.canadianenergycentre.ca). All percentages
in this report are calculated from the original data, which can run to multiple decimal points. They are not calculated using the rounded figures that may
appear in charts and in the text, which are more reader friendly. Thus, calculations made from the rounded figures (and not the more precise source data)

will differ from the more statistically precise percentages we arrive at using source data. The authors and the Canadian Energy Centre would like to thank

and acknowledge the assistance of two anonymous reviewers in reviewing the data and research for the initial edition of this Fact Sheet. Image credits: Trans
Mountain Corporation.
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